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ELIZABETH WOODVILLE,

QUEEN CONSORT OF EWABD IV.

TACQUETTA of Luxemburg, the f air young -widow of the old war-
tl like duke of Bedford, took for her second spouse his favourite
knight, the brave and handsome sir Bichard Woodville, when she
came to England in 1435 to claim her dower. The time of the
birth of her eldest child Elizabeth, the issue of marriage kept
secret for fear of parliament, probably occurred in 1436. The
matter burst out with great scandal the year after. Sir Bichard
was arrested and imprisoned in 1437 j but as the king's mother
had married in lower degree to Owen Tudor, the young king was
glad to pardon the second lady in his realm, as an excuse for
showing mercy to his dying queen-mother. Jacquetta's knight
was therefore pardoned and sent home. They settled very happily
at Graf ton castle, where they became the parents of a large family
of handsome sons and beautiful daughters, among whom Elizabeth
was fairest of the fair.

The duchess of Bedford kept the rank of aunt to the king. His
royal mother had died miserably in 1437, as shown in her life.
Duchess Jacquetta, on occasions cf ceremony, was the first lady in
the land until the marriage of the king. Her daughter Elizabeth,
took high rank among the inaids of honour of Margaret of
Anjou, and was the belle of her court, as two letters extant from
Bichard duke of York and his friend the earl of Warwick prove,
recommending a Welsh hero, one of their knights-marshal, sir
Hugh Johns, as a husband, they dwell on his great love inspired
by her beauty and sweet manners,- the letters show familiar
acquaintance with Elizabeth, but they were of no avail. The
court beauty had no fortune but her face, the Welsh champion
none but his sword. She made a better match the same year with
the heir of lord Ferrers of Groby, John Gray, rich, valiant, and
years younger tha^ the rejected Sir Hugh. Lord Ferrers was
possessor of tfye ancient domain' of Bradgate, which was after-
wards to deiive lustre as the birthplace of his descendant, lady